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=  SAMPLE
3237 Russian emigrants

*  SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS
Russian emigrants living in:
Germany, France, Cyprus and Poland.

* DATA COLLECTION

Data was collected online via electronic platforms
and via face interviews using a structured
questionnaire

80% of the sample online

20% of the sample face to face

The integration of online and face-fo-face surveys
in our data collection methodology has proven to
be statistically significant and methodologically
sound.

The complementary nature of these approaches
ensured a robust, representative sample, and the
rigorous statistical validation confirmed the
reliability of our findings.

This dual approach not only enhanced the depth
and breadth of our research but also reinforced
the credibility and generalizability of our
conclusions.

There were 35 questions in the survey in fotal. This
document presents data on the most informative

and interesting issues.
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Methodology & staftistical significance of
data collection (1)

Our data collection methodology utilized a dual approach, combining online and face-to-face surveys to
ensure comprehensive and stafistically significant results. This methodological framework was designed fo
maximize both reach and accuracy, ensuring the reliability and validity of our findings

Online Surveys

Respondents were recruited through a variety of channels on the Telegram messenger app, encompdassing
both political and non-political groups. as well as through targeted advertisements. Telegram's extensive usage
among Russian migrants, particularly young, educated urban dwellers, allowed us to tap into a
demographically relevant sample. By leveraging the popularity of Telegram, especially among the primary
demographic of interest, we ensured a broad and representative sample. The use of media channels and
Russian-speaking groups further amplified our reach, facilitating diverse respondent participation.

Face-to-Face surveys

Complementing the online surveys, face-to-face surveys were conducted fo mitigate poiential biases
associated with online data collection and fo ensure robustness in our results. This approach allowed us fo
reach segments of the population that might be less active online or prefer personal interaction. Face-to-face
surveys were conducted in various locations frequented by the farget demographic, ensuring geographical

and social diversity in our sample C/\g

Methodology & staftistical significance of
data collection (2)

Statistical Significance and Data Validation

To validate the statistical significance of our combined methodology, we employed rigorous sampling and data analysis
technigues. The comparison between online and face-to-face survey results was conducted using statistical tests to ensure
that our findings were not only robust but also representative of the broader population.

1. Sample Size and Power Analysis: A comprehensive power analysis was conducted to defermine the necessary sample size
for detecting stafistically significant differences between the two survey methods. The combined sample size ensured
sufficient power to detect even small effect sizes.

2. Random Sampling and Stratification: Both online and face-fo-face respondents were selected using sfrafified random
sampling techniques. This approach ensured that subgroups within the population were adequately represented, reducing
sampling bias and enhancing the generalizability of our findings.

3. Comparative Analysis: The data from online and face-to-face surveys were subjected to comparative statistical analyses,
including t-tests and chi-square tests, fo identify any significant differences or biases between the two methods. The
consistency in results across both methods underscored the reliability of our data collection approach

4. Data Triangulation: By tricngulating data from online and face-to-face surveys, we cross-verified the responses, enhancing
the validity of our results. This methodological triangulation provided a comprehensive understanding of the population's

perspectives and behaviors. C/\g
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Acknowledging limitations & ensuring
sample validity

It is important fo_acknowledge that our sample cannot be claimed as fully reﬁresemo‘rive of all migrants who
departed Russia. This limitation is due to the absence of reliable information about the entire population of those who
have leff Russia, which consequently hinders the creation of a probabilisiic sample. Nonetheless, we have employed
rigorous measures at every stage of our survey process to enhance the validity and reliability of our sample.

Recruitment Techniques. During participant recruitment, we employed diverse and targeted strategies to reach a
wide range of respondents. By utilizing various online and offline channels. We aimed to capture a broad spectrum of
the migrant population. This approach, while not probabilistic, maximized the inclusivity and diversity of our sampile,
addressing potential biases associated with single-channel recruitment.

Data Cleaning and Validation. In the data cleaning phase, we applied stringent criteria to ensure the accuracy and
reliability of the collected data. Duplicate responses, incomplete surveys, and outliers were meticulously identified and
removed. This rigorous data cleaning process was essential in mointomin? the integrity of the dataset, ensuring that
only high-quality data was used for analysis. Chi-square test were used fo confirm significant differences in various
demographic or behavioral characteristics between different groups. By applying this test, we can robustly determine
if observed pattemns in the data reflect frue associations or are merely due to chance.

Statistical Analysis and Techniques. Our stafistical analysis incorporated advanced techniques fo account for the non-
robabilistic nature of our sample. Additionally, sensitivity analyses were conducted to test the robustness of our
indings against potential biases. These analyses confirmed that our results were consistent and reliable.

Continuous Improvement. Measures Ta continually improve the quality of our sampling, we regularly reviewed and
refined our methodologies. Feedback from initial interviews enabled us to adapt and enhance our recruitment and
data collection strategies. This iterative process helped to progressively mitigate the limitations and strengthen the

overall validity of our sample. C/\g
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Education: cross-wave analysis
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Putin’s policy: total sample
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Putin’s policy: cross-wave analysis

Do you generally approve or disapprove Viadimir Putin’s policy?
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11 C/\S:

Putin’s policy: cross-country and cross-legal statuses analysis

Do you generally approve or disapprove Vladimir Putin’s policy?
Legal status
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Russia vs. Ukraine:

cross-wave analysis

Whom do you support more in Russian-Ukrainian conflict: Russia or Ukraine?
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Russia vs. Ukraine: cross-income and cross-country analysis

Whom do you support more in Russian-Ukrainian conflict: Russia or Ukraine?
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Country
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Similarly, the support for Ukraine
significantly correlates with the support
for Israel

18

Cross comparison in views on Israeli-Palestinian conflict
with views on Russian-Ukrainian conflict

62%
60%
40%
40%
27%
21
20% 17%
> 1%
9% I 10%
2%
. i | A
More Israsl Maore The situation is Hard to say Refuse to
Palestine  ambiguous / answel
both sides are
to blame

m More Ukraine

o=

u More Russia

13



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Presentation Abstract Introduction | Terminology Diaspora Relocants Russian Diasporas similarity Cyprus Case Policy
dynamics distinctive features diaspora's state and differences recommendations
L] L] Ll L] .
= Coun
Self-identification: the hy
total sample and
L]
cross-country analysis 2
275
What definition describes you better?
20% 16%
16T
Total sample
40% ¢
32%
o
23% Fi I
0 |
20% & Germany France Cyprus Poland
] 2% 1 2% .'z“;l r[;oc,,_,mm-i] 1H)
the country of residence
ean cifizen
3% @n ;[flihs- world
0% [ ] ® Reluse fo answer
a
Russian <ifizen Ethric Russian  Resident of European  Cilizenofthe  Refuse to
[pocemaHiH]  (pycckiR) the host citizen world answer
19 country b

Values: cross-wave
analysis

in politics"
47%

o X

22%

78, 19%

I'n%n%

Until 2013 inclusive From 2014 to

Jan.2022

® Partly disagres

' Partly agree

u Refuse to answar

aStrongly disagreea
m Meither agree, nor disogree
s Strongly agree

20

7%
9%10% 6% o
l‘_% im=

Since Felb.2022

AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT "I am generally nof interested

i%

AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT “It is impossible to build a
country with a high quality of life without democracy”

447, 42%
40% %
24 24
20% 16% 16%
z alll: sl
o - | |
Until 20013 inclusive.  From 2014 to Since Feb.2022

Jan.2022
E Partly disagree
1 Partly agree
® Refuse fo answer

B 5irongly disogree
m heither agree, nor disogree
m Strongly agree

AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT “The state should legally limit
certain statements, e.g., Inciting religious or ethnic discord”

40%
o % 16%! ]4%
- ik
o .

2%
20%

207% 15%

1 3%I
0%

l_.‘nhl 2013 inclusive From 2014 to Since Feb. 2022
Jan.2022

mSirongly disagree = Fartly disagree

m Neither agree, nor disagree @ Partly agree

m Sirongly ogree m Refuse fo answer

14




1 2 3 4 5

Diaspora

Presentation Abstract Introduction | Terminology .
dynamics

6

Relocants
distinctive features

7 8 9 10
Russian Diasporas similarity Cyprus Case Policy
diaspora’s state and differences recommendations

Values: cross-wave analysis
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Total sample

Refuse fo .Ww{ldlli:;e
answer, o, o
18%

situation

Wold not like fo,
34%

22

Would like to
but only if the

changes. 37%

Country
42%
40% 38% 359 367
24%
200 20%
i I

o B

Germany France Cyprus Poland

B'\Would like te

mWaould like to but only if the situafion changes

= Wold not like to

B Refuse fo answer

Waves of migrailon
46%

&

40% — S
26% 28%
19%
) 13% I l:ml I e I i
. i ull |

Untl 2013 inclusive  From 2014 to Since Feb.2022
Jan.2022
® ' Would like to
m'Would like to bul only if the situafion changes

u'Wald not lke to : A g

| Refuse to answer

15



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Diaspora Relocants Russian Diasporas similarity Cyprus Case Policy

Presentation Abstract Introduction | Terminology . N ) , ) )
dynamics distinctive features diaspora's state and differences recommendations

Condition to return : total sample

) 1 What conditions could make your return to Russia more likely?
The potential conditions

80%
forreturn to Russia include
: o 65% 65%
a change in the political w 59%
regime and the
restoration of ties with A%
. 40% 36%
European countries.
This indicates that both 20% 13% s
(-]

domestic political reforms . % -
and international - . 4
d- « Change of the Restorationof Theendof The end of the The end of the Family Lack of work Other

ID|OmOCY Of'e CrUClG[. palifical relati Ips military actions  thr f f circlimstancss oppol Ities

regime 1 L in the haost

country

Key findings summary (1)

1. High level of education and incomes

Survey shows that Russian migrants to EU countries have significantly higher education and in average higher incomes
compared with average figures in the counfries of emigration. Difference in incomes with average EU level is confirmed by the
official statistics of Cyprus — the only country in which we could obtain statistics of salaries separately for Russian migrants.
According to 2022 data, average salary of Russian migrants on Cyprus was €5,482 per month, compared with €2,248 average
monthly salary of native Cypriots.

We don't have any comparable statistics regarding migrants to EU frorn other countries, but it is highly likely that average level
of education and incomes of migrants from Russia is one of the highest or even the highest among all the destinations of
migration fo EU.

2. Political views:

The majority of respondents are critical towards Putin's regime and support Ukraine in the military conflict. Respondents who
emigrated from Russia after the beginning of the war show significantly less support towards Putin's policy and significantly
more likely to support Ukraine.

3. Differences between the waves

Emigrants who left Russia before 2013, are obvicusly better intfegrated into their host countries and more likely fo have
citizenship or permanent residence. Vice verse migrants who left Russia after the beginning of the war face more difficuliies
connected with sanctions imposed by EU and restrictions in visa and migration policies. In the same time "old wave" of
migrants who moved to EU before 2013 is more likely to support Putin's policy and Russian side in the war. They are also less
likely to support values of democracy.

4. Motivations for emigration:

The primary reasons driving emigration among respondents are political, notably influenced by the ongoing military conflict in
Ukraine. Additional political factors may include repression, lack of freedom, and political persecution.

2 CAS=
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Key findings summary (2)

5.Conditions for return:

Almost half of the respondents express a willingness to return to Russia in the future, but this readiness is highly conditional. They
are prepared to return only if there is a significant change in the political situation. This confirms the critical role of political
reasons in their decision to emigrate.

6. Political engagement:

Almost two-thirds of respondents continue to engage in Russia's political life, primarily through communication with family and
friends about political topics. This ongoing engagement suggests a strong connection to their homeland and an interest in
influencing political discourse and outcomes. It also reflects a form of activism and resistance from abroad, aiming to stay
informed and possibly impact change through social netwarks.

7. Identity:

The most common self-identification among respondents is “ethnic Russian”, followed by "resident of the country of residence.”
This dual identity reflects a complex and multifaceted sense of self, balancing cultural heritage with the practical realities of
their current living situation. It indicates that while respondents maintain a strong connection to their Russian roots.

8. Prevailing ideologies:

Maijority of respondents support democracy and political liberalism. In their answers to "economical" questions majority of
respondents showed strong support of market economy, "small state” and individualism. We can suggest that in terms of
economical views migrants from Russia are in average more "right" and “"conservative” than EU citizens in average.

9. Integration in host countries:

Most respondents positively assess their integration into host countries, expressing a strong intention to further integration,

including the study of local languages.
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The report assesses both scale and roots of the outward migra-
tion from the Russian Federation at the time Putin's Russia turns
into an aggressive authoritarian state. Analyzing both the open
sources and the data collected during a study of Russian diaspo-
ra in EU member states, conducted in April 2024 on behalf of the
Center for Analysis and Strategies in Europe (CASE) by the team
of researchers associated with the University of Nicosia, (all the
findings and methodology of the research are available at CASE
website)!, the authors argue that Russians who had recently left
their country possess significant human capital that may be used
almost exclusively in Europe or the Americas, since both numer-
ous historical experience and recent cases of integrating the
Russians into non-Western societies proof they rarely became
successful.

The authors make a clear distinction between the classic
‘emigration” and the current condition of those Russians who had
left their country, which they themselves prefer to call “reloca-
tion" those relocated are more active and flexible than emigrants
have traditionally been; they are now in a position allowing the
European authorities to determine the ways and means of their
admission, but at the same time most of them possess financial
resources and competencies facilitating their future integration
into European societies. Studying the Russian diasporas devel-
oped in some post-Soviet and Central European nations, the au-
thors depict their positive economic influence on host societies
and, using Cyprus as a case study, emphasize how significant it
may be even for a developed European country if its authorities
pursue a balanced policy aimed on admission and integration of
the “relocants”. Assessing the state of Russian diasporas in Po-
land, Germany, and France, they conclude that this strategy can
be used by other EU member states.

The report emphasizes that the massive exodus of educated
and self-made Russian presents a serious challenge to Putin's
regime, comparable in its significance to the effect of Western
economic sanctions imposed on Russia. Unlike the current sanc-
tion policies which often backfire on Europeans, the abetment of
the Russians’ departure from their country can deliver noticeable
economic benefits to the united Europe through creating a broad
community of Russians who perceive Europe and the

West in general as a close and appreciating ally rather than
as an enemy making little distinction between the Putin regime
and the decent Russian people who became its hostages.

1. Survey of Russian emigrants in European countries (Germany,
France, Cyprus, Poland), Insights Market Research, University of Nico-
sia, May 2024, available at: www.imrcom.cy
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Russia is a very atypical European nation. For centuries, it expand-
ed in the same way as Western European nation states did: first,
it domesticated vast and sparsely populated territories of Sibe-
ria through settler colonization, and later, relying upon its military
superiority, established its dominance over parts of the “global
south” in the Caucasus and Central Asia? However, without di-
viding their vast possessions into the metropolis, colonies and
protectorates, the masters of both Muscovy and Russia preferred
to treat the expansion of their empire as ‘“internal colonization”3
Such an approach explains why the very concept of international
migration that had deeply transformed the communities on both
sides of the Atlantic from the start of the 16" century onwards, did
not seem to exist for Russia for rather a long time; on the contrary,
until the mid-19" century, the Russian Empire remained the only
European country experiencing an influx of population from oth-
er European states.

One may talk about the first waves of exodus only concern-
ing the last third of the 19" century - but even in this case mi-
grations differed radically from emigration originating from other
European countries like Great Britain, the German principalities,
or ltaly, since there were mainly the people of Western European
ancestry who had left at that time (in particular, up to 2.2 million
people originating from Germany and Austria-Hungary)4, as well
as those belonging to either discriminated (2.5 million Jews)® or
even to the exterminated (according to some estimates, up to 1
million Circassians)® peoples. The emigration of ethnic Russians
was a rare phenomenon (which might be explained by numerous
obstacles for leaving the country and by the prospects of forced
deprivation of citizenship if one decided to stay abroad for more
than five years) and did not have much influence on the Russian
society at that time. We would even argue that the uniqueness

2. A Abalov and V. Inozemcev, Beskonechaa imperia: Rossia v poiskah
seba [Infinite Empire: Russia in Search of Itselfl, Moscow: Alpina Pub-
lisher, 2021, pp. 125-199.

3. V. Klacevskij, “Kurs russkoj istorii" [The Course of Russian Historyl in
V. Klhcevskij (eds.), CocCinenia v 9 tomah [Tsochinenie in 9 Volumes],
Moscow: Thought, Vol. 1, 1987, p. 50; A. Etkind, Internal Colonization:
Russia's Imperial Experience, Cambridge: Polity, 2011.

4. P. Polan, “Emigracia: kto i kogda v HH veke pokidal Rossid" [Emigra-
tion: Who and When in the Twentieth Century Left Russial in P. Polan
and O. Glezer (eds.), Rossia i eé regiony v HH veke: territoria, rasselenie,
migracii [Russia and Its Regions in the XXth Century: Territory, Settle-
ment, Migrationsl, Moscow : OGl, 2005.

5. R. Landau. The Nazi Holocaust: Its History and Meaning. London,
New York: |.B.Tauris, 2016, p. 61.

6. A. Leitzinger, “The Circassian Genocide”, The Eurasian Politician, Oc-
tober 2000, available at: http://usersjyu.f
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of Russian emigration consists precisely in the fact that it has
just started when emigration from the larger Western European
countries was almost over - in late 1910s and in 1920s. However,
over the next hundred years, Russia took a kind of revenge for
the initial “somnolence’, expelling three gigantic waves of im-
migrants - between 1918 and 1923, then later in 1988-1998, and
the one that started in 2012-2014 and continues to this day, in-
tensifying after a full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine. The total
demographic losses from these exoduses are estimated by re-
searchers at between 4 and 11 million people, and if the “unwill-
ing" emigration resulting from the collapse of the Soviet Union
is added, the total number of people belonging to the “Russian
world" living outside the Russian Federation might be estimated
at close to 37 million of which at least 4 million reside in EU mem-
ber states’. It is worth noting that the driving force for those three
waves of migration differed significantly: the first one consisted
of those whom the Bolshevik government declared as “class en-
emies” and later arbitrarily deprived of Soviet citizenship in 1922;
the second wave was caused predominantly by economic and
social reasons (including the repatriation of Germans and Jews
from the Soviet Union); the third, we strongly believe, was fueled
by both ideological and economic circumstances, and therefore
cannot be adequately compared to any of the previous ones. A
lot of books and articles depict and explain the development of
proemigration sentiment in the Russian society since 2012, as-
sess the scale and routes of departure, as well as the creation
of various Russian associations and organizations outside Rus-
sia. Huge attention is paid to the study of the political dimension
of the emerging diaspora, which many authors consider to be a
burgeon of a democratic and European Russia, capable of play-
ing a significant role in its transformation into a modern Western
state after the demise of Putin's dictatorship.® Not rejecting com-
pletely such an approach, we nevertheless soberly assess the
composition of Russian migrants of the last decade and believe
that the vast majority of them, although they left the country due
to the discrepancy between its current course and their vision
of a fair and open society, are nevertheless not activists or pol-
iticians, but are driven by the search for a professional career, a
quiet place to live and a country in which their children could
be raised not influenced by the culture of hatred created in to-

7. V. Inozemtsev, Nesovremennaa strana: Rossia v mire XXI| veka [A
Non-modern Country: Russia in the World of the XXIst Centuryl, Mos-
cow: Alpina Publishers, 2018, p. 253

8. K. Shamiev and K. Luchenko,. “Life in exile: A new approach to Rus-
sian democrats in Europe”, European Council on Foreign Relations,
March 14, 2024, available at : https:/~/ecfreu.

Since 1918, however, Russia
and USSR experienced several
massive waves of emigration.
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day's Russia. We would identify as “fighters against the regime”
not more than around 4-5 thousand people out of close to one
million of those who quit the Russian Federation in recent years,
and we should note that European countries are actively trying
to assist them (since the start of the war in February 2022, EU na-
tions have issued more than 4 thousand refugee permits, while
Germany alone produced up to 3 thousand “humanitarian” visas,
not only clearing the way for permanent residence in the EU, but
also providing financial support and services facilitating the inte-
gration into the new societies? - although the share of approved
asylum applications for the Russians is still less than 20% com-
pared, for example, to 97% for the Palestinians).’®

Much less attention is paid, to our mind, to those Russians
who left their homeland without facing immediate threats to their
own safety - to professionals whose activities became difficult or
impossible due to the new rules imposed by the regime; mem-
bers of the ethnic, religious and sexual groups who have become
targets of defamation and incitement of hatred by the authori-
ties; scientists and artists, whose self-expression in today's Rus-
sia has been continuously curtailed. All these people are a part
of the modern globalized community, they share basic Western
values, are well educated, have proven themselves to be inde-
pendent and entrepreneurial personalities, and most of them are
relatively wealthy even by European standards. They, it seems to
us, have good chances to integrate into European societies and
can contribute to their dynamics without undermining their foun-
dations in any possible way. Meanwhile, these people face the
most profound difficulties, since they are often associated with
“Putin's Russia” and become the object of sweeping accusations
of crimes its regime had committed. The purpose of our report is
to reflect the benefits and opportunities that a change in attitude
towards the “Russian Europeans” opens for modern Europe.

9. A. Ismailov, "U rossijskih antivoennyh aktivistov vsé men'Se Sansov na
ubezise v Germanii” [Russian anti-war activists have fewer and fewer
chances for asylum in Germanyl, OpenDemocracy, October 29,

2023, available at : www.opendemocracy.net.

10."Latest Asylum Trends", EU Agency for Asylum, March 2024, avail-
able at: www.euaa.europa.eu.
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When describing the process of exiting Russia by its citi-
zens, the 21° century researchers tend to use the terminol-
ogy that was formed quite long time ago and under very dif-
ferent circumstances, calling those who leave the country
emigrants. In a number of cases, this approach is complete-
ly justified - this is how John Herbst and Sergey Erofeev call
the Russians who moved either to the USA or to Western
European countries starting from early 2000¢ in their funda-
mental study “Putin's Exodus"* Most of these people, leav-
ing Russia in relatively “quiet” times - starting from Putin’s
first term in the Kremlin and till the “peaceful” annexation of
Crimea - could be seen as potential emigrants: from the very
start of their adventure they perfectly understood their life
strategies: they bought real estate in advance in their pro-
spective countries of residence, launched new businesses
abroad, built successful professional careers, won compe-
titions for prestigious positions in Western corporations and
NGOs. Even those who did not achieve dizzying success
came to new countries to work and live in them, hoping to
become a natural part of these societies in a due course. At
that time, one of us called this group “the Russian profes-
sionals”, contrasting them with “professional Russians” who
(residing mainly in the post-Soviet countries) were proud of
their belonging to the "Russian world", praised “the Mother
Russia”, and did not strive for any kind of integration in their
new societies.?

Russia's continuous shift to confrontation with the West
after 2014, and especially the invasion of Ukraine in 2022,
has significantly changed both the nature and the dynamics
of outward migration from Russia. As almost immediately
after Putin's address to the nation, in Ferbuary and March
2022, hundreds of thousands of Russians decided to flee
their sweet and beloved homeland, they spontaneously
began to label themselves not as emigrants but as “relo-
cants"s - thereby emphasizing that their status came from

11. J. Herbst. and S. Erofeeyv, “The Putin Exodus: The New Russian Brain
Drain’, Atlantic Council, February 21st, 2019, available at:
www.atlanticcouncil.org.

12. V. Inozemtsev, “Wer gehort zur russischen Welt'?", Internationale
Politik, November 1, 2014, available at: https./internationalepolitik.de.
13. A. Berdy, “Let Me Introduce You to New Creatures in the World",
Moscow Times, October 13, 2023, available at:
www.themoscowtimes.com.
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unexpected circumstances and, according to their own cal-
culations, is temporary rather than permanent. We would
argue that this seemingly insignificant issue points to one
of the most important peculiarities of the contemporary
Russian migration: those leaving the country do not con-
sider themselves being excluded from it - and this deter-
mines an uncertain and dualistic duality of their position
and their behavior abroad. On the one hand, they largely
retain their Russian identity - and it means that do react and
will react in the future to all major events taking place in
Russia; to the actions the West takes towards Russia (and
Ukraine); to changes in Russian public opinion, as well as
to those actions the Russian authorities can take vis-a-vis
either the relocants in general or their groups. On the other
hand, one may assume that for a relatively long time, mi-
grants will prefer not to integrate deeply enough into their
new societies, assessing all the possible consequences of
undertaking such a step, and weighting on both the rights
that arise for them and the obligations caused by the pro-
spective statuses (this is already quite noticeable in Israel,
where a significant part of those arriving from Russia and
other post-Soviet states for acquiring the Israeli citizenship,
almost immediately leave for other countries as a perma-
nent residence, not to say that many simply return back to
Russia).*

All this, as well as the significant uncertainty prevailing
both among relocants and Western policymakers and po-
litical analysts concerning the prospects of today's Russia,
suggests that for at least the next two to three years the aims
and the intentions of the newcomers will not become finally
determined, which is what makes the discussion about the
attitude towards them in Europe is especially relevant.

14. "lzrail' otmenaet ekstrennuu repatriacit dla rossian i belorusov”
[Israel cancels emergency repatriation for Russians and Belarusiansl,
Meduza, April 21, 2023, available at: https://meduza.io.
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Even though the largest number of departures from Rus-
sia coincided with the initial stage of Kremlin's aggression
against Ukraine (from February till November 2022), we be-
lieve it would be better to trace it from 2012, since soon af-
ter Putin's return to the Kremlin the drive towards building a
solid dictatorship became noticeable for a significant num-
ber of politically active Russians. Starting from that time,
even official Russian statistics recorded a sharp surge in the
number of people leaving Russia permanently - from 117
thousand in 2010 it advanced to more than 200 thousand by
2014.% The annexation of Crimea and the increased tensions
between Russia and the West led to the continuation of the
trend, so in total around 2 million people left the country
from 2012 to 2021. Together with the “grand exodus" of 2022,
the figure could exceed 3 million, although comprehensive
statistical data still is not available.

A study commissioned by CASE in March 2024, clearly
indicates that Russian diasporas in Europe in their current
form have been formed since the start of Putin's wars in
Ukraine: they consist of who left Russia up to 2013 inclusive
by a mere 19%, while 79% of those surveyed belong to the
subsequent waves, and the pace of the process is accel-
erating (there are 35% of those who has left from 2014 to
2021, and 44% of those who did the same after the start of
a full-scale war in February 2022).° It should also be not-
ed here that with the passage of time and the increasing
spontaneity of departure, the gender composition of the
‘relocants” changes dramatically: if in the times of “classi-
cal emigration” it fully corresponded to the internal Russian
proportions (53% women and 46% men), with the advent
of “mass relocation” the ratio changed to 37% to 63%. Emi-
grants and “relocants” also differ significantly in age: before
2013, among those leaving there were 56% of people aged
between 18 and 44 years, but after 2022 their share exceed-
ed 83%"Y (for comparison, as of January 1st 2022, the share
of the same group in the overall population of the Russian

15. A. Tin¢urin, T. Berlina, E. Aznevi¢, D. Rogackina “Emigracia 2000-h:
kuda i pocemu uezzali iz Rossii" [Emigration of the 2000s: Where and
Why People Left Russial, Esli byt' tocnym, October 5, 2021, available at:
https.//tochno.st.

16. Survey of Russian emigrants in European countries (Germany,
France, Cyprus, Poland), op. cit.

17. Ibid.
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Federation stood only at 29.7%).** Such a high intensity of
departure, coupled with the gender and age composition of
the “relocants’, attributes two important features to the cur-
rent wave of exodus: on the one hand, a dynamic character,
and, on the other, a certain choice of places of residence
available for the “relocants”. All earlier emigration waves, we
should note, appeared to be exclusively unidirectional and
relatively short-lived. From the first emigration (1918 - 1922),
no more than 4% of those who left returned to the USSR,
and the live of most of them has ended tragically.*® Of the
late Soviet and early Russian emigration, only a few subse-
quently resettled to their homeland, most of them being of
advanced age and returning to live in Russia on pensions
and annuities received from the countries in which they had
worked in previous years. Moreover, in both cases, the Rus-
sian emigrees formed a relatively “hermetic” environment
in their new host countries, maintaining weak ties with Rus-
sia or not practicing them at all. On the contrary, migrants
of the last decade largely consider themselves an integral
part of Russian society (which is confirmed, in particular, but
not only, by election participation),> maintain stable con-
tacts with relatives and friends remaining in Russia, and
get a considerable share of information from Russian (spe-
cifically Russian, and not ‘Russian-language”) media and,
which could not even be thought about in previous epi-
sodes, rely heavily on income and other receipts from the
Russian Federation (although this is not always recognized
in surveys)®What also looks extremely important is the
fact that the “relocants” of the last decade - even as they
move to other countries without an intention to return and
as some of them accept new passports - almost never re-
nunciate their Russian citizenship (this process, unlike emi-
gration, is well documented and involves just 3-4 thousand
procedures annually). Moreover, the stellar increase in the
number of departures in 2022-2023 had little effect on the

18. “Population of the Russian Federation by sex and age as of January
1%, Rosstat, July 30, 2022, available at : https://rosstat.gov.ru.

19. S. Rogacéva, “Zvali i ne znali, kuda ih devat’ kak v Rossit vozvrasali
emigrantov” [They Called and Did Not Know Where to Put Theml, Sev-
er Realii, October 12th, 2021, available at: www.severreal.org.

20. “Rossiane vystroilis' v oceredi na akcii ‘Polden’ protiv Putina' za
rubezom" [Russians Lined up for “Noon Against Putin" Rallies Abroadl,
Moscow Times, March 17, 2024, available at: www.moscowtimes.ru.

21. E. Kamalov, “Poltora goda spusta: progress i bar'ery v integracii
rossijskih émigrantov” [One and a Half Years Later: Progress and Barri-
ers in the Integration of Russian Emigrants], Out Rush, January 2024,
available at: https://outrush.io.
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surrender of Russian passports: the number of such cases
in 2022 turned out to be slightly less than in 2019 (4306 ver-
Sus 4356),2 and for 2023 one may expect a 25-30% increase
(4.4 thousand Russians had renounced their citizenship
during the first nine months of last year),?3 that confirms that
spontaneous departures are considered by few people as
irrevocable exits. Many current “relocants” (except of those
political asylum seekers who fear possible prosecution)*
retain their Russian assets - and there is a lot of cases when
people do not receive income from them, but, on the con-
trary, maintain their apartments and pay all necessary tax-
es for years. Both circumstances indicate that relocation is
not seen as fatal; most of the Russians do not consider the
break with their homeland to be final; many still do not even
admit the possibility the authorities will use administrative
arbitrariness against them.

As a result, the current migration is not unidirectional -
along with the continuous outflow of people from Russia,
there is also a process of return. Even the sources which
cannot be suspected in cooperation with the regime assess
the share of “relocants’ returning to Russia in 2022-2023 at
16-25%2% excluding those Russians living abroad who are
coming back from time to time for various reasons and for
different periods of time. The pro-Kremlin experts insist up to
40 or 50% of “relocants” had already returned? - and similar
estimates are provided, for example, by Bloomberg, which
recently reported that it was this backward migration that

22."V 2022 godu ot rossijskogo grazdanstva otkazalis' bol'Se 4300
celovek. Eto maksimum za tri goda’[More than 4,300 people re-
nounced Russian citizenship in 2022. This is the maximum for three
years|, Meduza.io, February 8, 2023, available at: https.//meduza.io.
23. A. Fomina, "V MID RF nazvali Cislo ludej, kotorye pozelali vyijti iz
rossijskogo grazdanstva" [The Russian Foreign Ministry Named the
Number of People Who Wished to Renounce Russian Citizenshipl,
Gazetaru, October 22, 2023 available at: www.gazeta.ru

24. A. Strel'nikov, "Konfiskacia za ‘fejki' — novaa repressivnaa norma v
Rossii" [Confiscation for “Fakes” — A New Repressive Norm in Russial,
Deutsche Welle, January 31, 2024, available at : www.dw.com.

25. T. Batyrov, “Issledovateli soobsili o vozvrasenii v Rossiu bol'Se 15%
relokantov” [Researchers Reported the Return to Russia More Than
15% of Relocations], Forbes, October 25, 2023, available at :.www.forbes.
ru.

26. 1. Zhandarova and E. Svinova, “Relokanty teraut zarabotok i voz-
vrasautsa v Rossil" [Relocants Lose Their Earnings and Return to Rus-
sial, Rossijskaa Gazeta, February 24, 2024, available at: https://rg.ru
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ensured high economic growth in Russia in 2023, allowing
Russia's GDP to exceed its pre-war levels. To our mind, the
return is going on - and the authorities are doing everything
to ensure it would continue: after the “mobilization” shock of
the fall of 2022, the Kremlin is afraid to call for another mobi-
lization and is doing its best to build up not even a contract
army, but a mercenary one2® Despite there is a growing
concern in Russia caused by the ongoing redistribution of
property, the latter still looks limited to its confiscation from
entrepreneurs who are disloyal to the authorities or decid-
ed to leave the country while still trying to manage their
enterprises from abroad, and is believed not affecting most
part of the “relocants”. Based on messages from colleagues
and subscribers of our social networks, we would venture
to say that the share of “relocants” returning back varies sig-
nificantly by country of their temporary residence and may
well reach half of the total number (including those who
constantly return to Russia and leave again) in South-East
Asia and many post-Soviet states, being somewhat lower
in Turkey and the UAE and falling to 10-15% and below in
Western Europe or the United States (the peculiarity of the
American case is that since February 2022, up to 50 thou-
sand Russians had entered the country illegally through the
Mexican border and will not be able to travel internationally
until their immigration cases are duly processed which may
take years, especially if the Republicans perform well in the
upcoming November elections)? However, overcoming
the initial shock does not mean that Russians are no longer
leaving the country. On the one hand, there is a prevailing
anxiety in society due to the ongoing war and the tightening
of internal repressions, which maintains the potential for a
reversal of the trend. On the other hand, relatives of those
who are establishing themselves abroad, who did not leave
immediately with them, are leaving the country, as well as
people being aware of the growing obstacles for their pro-
fessional activity in Russia; members of the new discrimi-
nated groups, the number of which will only increase under

27. "Russians Who Fled Abroad Return in Boost for Putin's War Econo-
my", Bloomberg, May 2, 2024, available at: www.bloomberg.com.

28.V. Inozemtsev, "Zdét li Rossiti novaa mobilizacia?" [Will Russia Face
a New Mobilization?], Riddle Russia, April 11, 2024, available at:
https.//ridlio.

29. M. Dul'neva, “Statnye situacii. Rossiane stali massovo prosit' ubezise
v SSA" [State Situations. Russians Began to Massively Request Asylum
in the United Statesl, The Insider, November 10, 2023, available at:
https.//theins.ru.
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Putin's rule. One way or another, we consider the ongoing mi-
gration to be “systaltic’ - sometimes expanding, sometimes
contracting - and this, apparently, will remain its basic feature
for years, distinguishing it from earlier phenomena of the kind.
Russia, striving to confront the entire world, nevertheless
maintains open migration ties with it — which is inherent in our
times to many other nonWestern countries.

Therefore, we believe that “systaltic” Russian migration will
remain one of the most important features of the socio-po-
litical landscape ofthe country at least until the early 2030¢,
unless some tectonic changes occur in the structures of state
power. By that time, if the dynamics of migration retains its
current mode, a significant part of those who intend to return
or live “in two houses” will implement this strategy, and those
who really intend to emigrate will adjust their life strategies
to new countries of residence. In addition, it is worth noting
that, compared to the emigration of the 1920s, of the 1970s,
and the 1990°, the destinations where the Russians are going,
have been seriously diversified. The *first wave" emigration
was almost entirely "European”: by 1922-1923, more than 80%
of those who fled settled in Western Europe - from Paris to
Prague and from Berlin to Riga.*® Soon thereafter, the “transit
bases” in Istanbul and Belgrade became almost empty, the
Russian colonies in Dalian and Shanghai became less numer-
ous, and no more than 5% of those who left Russia, settled
either in the United States or in Latin American countries. At
the same time, most of the emigrants rarely changed their
chosen place of stay, being restrained by financial conditions.
At the end of the 20" century, the main destinations for de-
parture were Israel, Germany, and the United States —and to a
much lesser extent some countries of the European Union. In
both cases, the main reasons for choosing the new residence
country (if we do not count the repatriation factor) were either
the opportunity to earn money, or the prospects of living on
social welfare - in other words, the goal was either to increase
or to secure one's income. In modern conditions, such a goal
seems at least secondary: many ‘relocants” either possess
significant assets or can work remotely from any place in the
world - so therefore minimizing current expenses becomes

30. S. Ficpatrik, “Kak Zili v Evrope russkie émigranty pervoj volny” [How
Russian Emigrants of the First \Wave Lived in Europel, Snob, October 23,
2023, available at: https://snob.ru.
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Compared to previous waves of
emigration, the destinations where
the Russians are going, have been
significantly diversified.

over

807

of Russian immigrants from
the 1918-1922 wave settled
in Western Europe.

2/ 3

of Russian immigrants of
the last decade settled in former
Soviet republics.

Other major destinations include
Turkey, Serbia, Montenegro, UAE
and countries of Southeast Asia.
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more important than maximizing income, which makes al-
ternatives much more numerous. Relocation of the last de-
cade (and especially during wartime) has been very diver-
sified in this regard: while just over a quarter of “relocants”
settled in the EU and the UK, about two-thirds of all those
who fled the country in 2022, ended up in former Soviet
republics, Turkey, Serbia and Montenegro, while 10 to 15%
went to the UAE and countries of Southeast Asia: Thailand,
Indonesia and even Vietham and Cambodia.3*However, we
believe that it's precisely this diversity that emphasizes the
existing difference between “relocants” and emigrants. The
first are people leaving the country without a clear strategy
for further action: this group can be divided into two sec-
tions. On the one hand, this is a continuation of the migration
of the 2000° and 2010°, when it became popular among the
Russians to buy real estate abroad or to spend a significant
part of their time outside the country (primarily in, let's say,
resort locations). Given the recent uncertainty, such reloca-
tion has increased significantly - primarily towards South-
East Asia, Turkey and the UAE. On the other hand, these are
those who left in the panic of the first days of the war, with-
out serious intention to do so and in hope to stay abroad
from several months to around a year (the main destination
for this kind of departure were the former Soviet repub-
lics, Turkey and Montenegro). Among these people there is
no clear notion of their future plans - some want to move
further to Europe or America, some are ready to integrate
into local societies, some intend to return (and are already
returning) back at the first opportunity. The second group
consists of those who have firmly decided to leave Russia
forever or until serious political changes in their homeland
happen, and these people almost never go to Asia and, to a
small extent, to the UAE; if they stay in the countries of the
former USSR, Turkey or Montenegro, they perceive these
locations as temporary - as a springboard for moving to
Europe. This difference seems to be extremely important,
since if there is one thing in which the Russian relocation of
the 2020s resembles the emigration of the 1920, it is in the
fact that full integration is considered by our compatriots as
a real option only in Europe (or, more broadly, in the West).
All these circumstances are important for analysis because
it becomes clear: Russians who left the country are relative-

31. D. Kasancuk, “Skol'ko rossian v 2022 godu uehalo iz strany i ne
vernulos™ [How Many Russians Left the Country in 2022 and Did Not
Return], The Bell, December 30, 2022, available at: https://thebell.io.
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ly free to choose a place of relocation, and the EU countries
became home to some of them not so much because of
their own policy, but due to the developed custom: in the
pre-war years, the Russians liked to visit Europe; they pur-
chased (and continue to acquire) real estate in EU mem-
ber states; many of those now leaving the country share
Europeanvalues and are common to the European way of
life, so therefore the influx of Russians to Europe continues.
We think that the Europeans shouldn't try to prevent it - on
the one hand, for purely economic reasons, since the “relo-
cants” can become a serious factor in economic develop-
ment (more on that will follow suit later), and, on the other
hand, because they generates Russians disappointment
in “collective West" which doesnt make a distinction be-
tween the ordinary citizens who were not involved in Putin's
crimes, and Russia's regime itself. We would conclude this
section arguing that the current outward migration from
Russia represents one of the largest exodus of highly quali-
fied and entrepreneurial people sharing the Western values
and brought up in the European cultural tradition that has
happened in the 21 century - and that this process should
be taken seriously by the Europeans.

36
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In recent years, both Russian and European experts have
conducted a lot of studies on those who have left Rus-
sia, examining their communities with varying degrees
of depth. The most prominent and indisputable conclu-
sion drawn from the available estimates is the observation
(though quite obvious) of a significant disparity between
recent “relocants” and an average Russian, evident in their
backgrounds, ages, incomes, educations, willingness for
risk-taking and entrepreneurship, as well as their values and
habits.

We have previously discussed the most apparent fea-
tures — gender and age. It bears repeating that over the
past decade, the emigrant community has become increas-
ingly dominated by younger males. While there might be a
temptation to attribute this trend to wartime circumstances
and fears of mobilization, primarily prompting young men to
flee, such assumptions remain unconfirmed. A study com-
missioned by CASE indicates that the deviation in this trend
occurred immediately after 2013, and not in 2022.3 It's worth
noting that the “relocants” tend to be predominantly urban
dwellers, particularly originating from the cities with popu-
lations exceeding one million. Surveys, albeit potentially not
fully representative, suggest that up to 70% of those leaving
the Russian Federation originate from these cities,® despite
the fact only 26% of the total Russian population does live in
such agglomerations.3* Additionally, at least half of the “re-
locants” had previously moved from one place to another
within Russia, most often from smaller cities to larger ones
or from regions such as Siberia, the Volga region, and the
Urals to the major cities of central Russia. These features in-
dicate both a high degree of social and spatial mobility and
adaptability, as well as a willingness to rely on one's own
capabilities and a long-term outlook in planning life strat-
egies.

32. Survey of Russian emigrants in European countries (Germany,
France, Cyprus, Poland), op. cit.

33. M. Kiseleva and V. Safronova, “Novye rossijskie emigranty. Kto oni,
skol'ko ih i kuda uehali?" [INew Russian Emigrants. \Who Are They, How
Many of Them Are There and Where Did They Go?], Russkaa sluzba
BBC, May 25, 2023, available at: www.bbc.com.

34. A. Kurilova and V. Misina, “Perepis' naselenia vyavila Cetyre novyh
goroda-millionnika’, Vedomosti, May 30, 2022, available at:
wwwyedomosti.ru
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Russian emigrants of the last decade
tend to be predominantly urban
dwellers from major cities. They seem
to possess high degree of social and
spatial mobility and adaptability, as
well as a willingness to rely on one's
own capabilities.

Up to

707

of recent Russian immigrants
originate from cities with population
of over one million.

No more than

76

of recent immigrants report
experiencing financial hardship
6 months after relocation.
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Moreover, the Russians ‘relocants” differ significantly
from the most part of those who still lives in the country
in terms of their economic well-being and professional tra-
jectories. Six months after the relocation, no more than 5%
of the “relocants” reported facing financial hardship, with
40% still possessing savings.® In comparison, more than
half of Russian citizens claim to have no savings at all, and
only up to 12% could sustain themselves for up to a year
living in their common conditions without even reflecting
upon moving to another country.3®According to the study
commissioned by CASE, the majority of “relocants” not
only possess substantial financial reserves but also earn
high incomes, well surpassing the standards of an average
Russian. More than 60% of respondents reported monthly
incomes exceeding €3,000, placing them within the up-
per middle class across all relocation destinations. Many
departing Russians find themselves either as highly paid
professionals in cutting-edge sectors — with 28% reporting
employment in information technology and another 18%
in financial institutions, universities, and scientific or expert
organizations — or as self-employed individuals or owners
of private enterprises. This trend is hardly surprising, given
that over 81% of “relocants” hold higher education degrees,
including 10% with academic qualifications.3” In comparison,
in Russia, only around 31% of adults possess higher edu-
cation qualifications,?® with approximately 60% of them be-
ing women — a demographic noticeably underrepresent-
ed among emigrants. Therefore, when adjusted for gender
distribution, the proportion of “relocants” with higher edu-
cation is three times higher than the Russian average. An
indirect affirmation of the significance of the “relocants’ to
the domestic economy is the increasing shortage of skilled
labor within the country, a challenge recognized by most

35. K. Babic, “Ni straha, ni nadezdy" pocemu rossiane vozvrasaltsa iz
relokacii’ ["Neither Fear nor Hope": Why Russians Are Returning From
Relocation], OpenDemocracy, June 16, 2023, available at:
www.opendemocracy.net.

36. V. Sergeev, “V Rossii uveliCivaetsa dola grazdan bez sberezenij”
[The Share of Citizens Without Savings Is Increasing in Russial, Neza-
visimaa gazeta, March 4, 2024, available at : www.ng.ru; “Cislo rossian,
sposobnyh prozit' na nakoplenia, vyro-slo za tri goda" [The Number of
Russians Able to Live on Savings Has Increased Over Three Years], RIA
‘Novosti”. April 18, 2024, available at : https:/ria.ru.

37. Survey of Russian emigrants in European countries (Germany,
France, Cyprus, Poland), op. cit.

38. E. Mamonova, “Kolicestvo rossian s vyssim obrazovaniem prevysilo
31 procent’ [The Number of Russians With Higher Education Exceeded
31 Percentl, Rossijskaa Gazeta, June 14, 2021, available at https./rg.ru.

Recent Russian emigrants differ
significantly from the most part of
those who still lives in the country

in terms of their economic well-being
and professional trajectories.

More than

007

of respondents reported monthly
incomes exceeding €3,000.

407

reported either being hired as highly
paid professionals in cutting-edge
sectors, such as IT and financial
institutions, being self-employed
individuals or owning a private
enterprises.

3817

hold higher education degrees.
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senior officials.?® The Russians who have left differ signifi-
cantly from those who decided to stay in their value system:
they are much less religious, aligning more with the gen-
eral sentiments of the Europeans; they find it much easier
to engage in collective, volunteer and non-profit projects;
they are displaying significant empathy - including that to-
wards Ukrainians who have become victims of the Russian
aggression - and are more often inclined to respect other
ethnic groups and cultures, as well as learn the languages
of their new countries of residence, regardless of how long
they intend to stay there.“° A crucial litmus test is their atti-
tude towards Ukraine: among those who left after the onset
of full-scale war, 64% of respondents support Ukraine in the
ongoing conflict, compared to just over 40% among those
who left Russia prior to 2013. Additionally, the latest “relo-
cants" are twice as likely to express unequivocal support
for Ukraine compared to the people who have not lived in
Russia for more than 10 years.#

Ingeneral, “relocants” are much more politicized than are
the earlier emigrants. Before 2013, the proportion of those
who left the country for economic and personal reasons
exceeded the share motivated by political processes and
rejection of Putin's aggressiveness by approximately three
times. However, from 2014 to 2021, these groups turned out
to be almost equal in numbers, and since 2022, the latter
exceeds the first by more than 2.5 times.# 2 Appreciating
the political freedoms championed by the Western soci-
eties, “relocants” appear more tolerant of the new reality,
less likely to expect host societies to cater to their interests
(with almost 80% agreeing that any sovereign nation-state
possesses the right to limit the number of immigrants it ac-
cepts) and are generally more prepared to integrate into
them. Numerous studies indicate that friction between the
‘relocants” and the local population is significantly low-

39. “Glavnaa problema rossijskoj ekonomiki — kadrovyj golod" [The
Main Problem of the Russian Economy Is Staff Starvationl, Finmarket,
November 10, 2023, available at : www.finmarket.ru.

40. N. Kostenko, M. Zavadskaa, E. Kamalov and |. Sergeeva, “Rossijskaa
rizoma: Social'nyj portret novoj emigracii” [Russian Rhizome: Social
Portrait of the New Emigrationl], Re.Russia, January 11, 2023, available
at: https://re-russia.net.

41. Survey of Russian emigrants in European countries (Germany,
France, Cyprus, Poland), op. cit.

42. Ibid.
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Recent Russian emigrants are much
more politicized than their predeces-
sors. They're more alighed with the
general sentiments of the Europeans,
display significant empathy and are
more often inclined to respect other
ethnic groups and cultures.

807

believe that a successful society
cannot be built without a democratic
foundation.

about

707

believe that every people possesses
the right to its own sovereign
nation-state.

807

support Ukraine in ongoing conflict.
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er than the level of mutual distrust, misunderstanding (and
sometimes hostility) between people belonging to different
waves of the Russian emigration. However, it's essential to say
that 56% of those who left before 2013 already enjoy Europe-
an citizenship and cannot be assessed in the same light as
new arrivals. This implies that the “relocants’ from Russia are
not only economically beneficial but also socially appropriate
for European societies.

Having fled dictatorship, Russians realize the real value of
freedom, with 80% of respondents believing that a successful
society is cannot be built without a democratic foundation,
and that people should not rely on the government but must
rather earn money they need for living through hard work; in-
novation, and entrepreneurship. Atop of this, about 70% of the
‘relocants” are convinced that every people possesses the
right to its own sovereign nation-state.* Respect for others
values and adherence to local legal regimes are points that
some authors have repeatedly highlighted for the European
audience

43. Ibid.

44. D. Gudkov and V. Inosemtsev, “Sechs Dinge, die Europas Politiker
Uber die ausgewanderten Russen wissen sollten” [Six Things Europe's
Politicians Should Know about Emigrant Russians], Der Spiegel, February
6, 2023, available at: www.spiegel.de.
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Assessing the condition of the Russian “relocants” two and
a half years after the start of the war and first wave of dra-
matic exodus from Russia, one should pay attention, on one
hand, to their subjective feelings, political preferences, and
self-identification; and, on the other hand, to their economic
situation, employment, and their positioning in host coun-
tries.

As it comes to their self-identification and self-percep-
tion, the Russians still — and the situation has not changed
much over time - define themselves as part of some Rus-
sian community (either as Russian “relocants’, or as a part of
an entire Russian society, or as belonging to some “future
‘Russia’, or as part of their family who either is still staying
in Russia or had already left it). More than 80% see their exit
from Russia as a forced and temporary move, and more
than 70% maintain regular contact with colleagues and rel-
atives still living in Russia, obtaining most of their informa-
tion from Russian or Russian-speaking media.#> However,
when it comes to Russian “relocants” in Europe, as indicat-
ed by the results of the CASE research, only half of them
express a desire to return to their home country (11% say
they will do this in any case and 37% - if “the situation has
changed’ [which may include various factors - from the ab-
sence of the danger of mobilization and the end of the war
to the complete dismantling of Putin's regimel). Moreover,
what seems equally important to us, when asked if they
would like to obtain citizenship in their new country of res-
idence, up to 75% of the “relocants” react positively, which
suggests a reevaluation of their desire to return to Russia in
the medium term (emphasizing again that this applies only
to EU countries, and suggests that the majority of returns to
Russia in 2023-2024 originated from somewhere else- pri-
marily from the post-Soviet countries).# As far as their eco-
nomic involvement and employment are concerned, some
significant changes have occurred over the past years. At
the time of their departure, just under half of the Russian
‘relocants” were employed by companies or organizations

45. E. Kamalov, “Poltora goda spusta: progress i bar'ery v integracii
rossijskih émigrantov” [One and a Half Years Later: Progress and Barri-
ers in the Integration of Russian Emigrantsl, op. cit.

46. Survey of Russian emigrants in European countries (Germany,
France, Cyprus, Poland), op. cit
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Russian emigrants define themselves
as part of some Russian community.

More than

807

see their exit from Russia as forced
and temporary.

However, only half of recent
‘relocants” in Europe expressed
a desire to return to their home
country.

377

are willing to return to Russia if
“the situation has changed".

1176

are willing to return to in any case.

757

would like to obtain citizenship
in their new country of residence.




1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Abstract RUESIER

diaspora’s state

Relocants
distinctive features

Diaspora
dynamic

Presentation Introduction | Terminology

based in Russia, but gradually - both due to actions under-
taken by Russian authorities and corporate leadership grad-
ually limiting the possibility of remote work from abroad and
receiving remuneration from Russia,#” and to the emergence
of new opportunities - this proportion decreased to 13% by
mid-2023,4® and probably does not exceed 10% now. It should
be noted, however, that Russian “relocants” - representing af-
fluent segments of the country's population — have provided
significant amounts of money flowing into their new countries
of residence.*® In Turkey alone, the Russians purchased over
27,000 properties in 2022-2023%° (they have been also active
in the UAE, Israel, Indonesia, and Serbia). Additionally, curren-
cy inflows into destination countries are now observed not
only from Russia: “relocants” are starting international busi-
nesses in many parts of the world, including high-tech com-
panies. Finally, it should be noted that they are starting local
companies in their new countries of residence or finding em-
ployment there. This aspect of “relocants” lives and activities
comes to the greatest interest to us. The influx of the Russians
in 2022 significantly altered the economic dynamics of many
destination countries: in Armenia, where up to 110,000 Rus-
sians moved in 20225 GDP growth rate reached 12.6% and
8.7% in 2022-2023, respectively; in Georgia — 10.4% and 7.0%; in
Kyrgyzstan - 7.0% and 6.2%5%* (to understand the significance

47. E. Lepehina, “Kakie rossijskie kompanii vveli ogranic¢enia na rabotu
iz-za granicy" [Which Russian Companies Have Imposed Restrictions on
Work From Abroadl, RTVi, November 28, 2023, available at:
https.//rtvicom.

48. E. Gabdullina, “Srednaa temperatura po zagranice" [Average Tem-
perature Abroadl, Kommersant, January 23, 2024, available at:
www.kommersant.ru.

49. In the first half of the year about $14 billion was withdrawn, against
the background of mobilization - about $10 billion more in “Iz Rossi
vyveli za rubez 11% VVP v 2022 godu” [11 GDP in 2022 was withdrawn
from Russial, Pravo.ru, August 26, 2022, available at: https://pravo.ry;
‘Rossiane zabrali iz bankov pocti 500 mlrd. rublej na fone mo-bilizacii”
[Russians Took Almost 500 Billion Rubles Out of Banks Amid Mobiliza-
tionl, RBK, October 20, 2022, available at: www.rbc.ru.

50. See the data for 2022 in G. Trusin, “Rossiane vpervye stali liderami

po pokupke zil'a v Turcii" [Russians for the First Time Became Leaders

in Buying Housing in Turkeyl, RBK, January 17, 2023, available at: https://
realty.rbc.ru; For 2023 see G. Trusin and S. Velesevic, “Rossiane stali lid-
erami sredi inost-rannyh pokupatelej zil'a v Turcii” [Russians Halved Their
Interest in Housing in Turkey, but Retained the Leadershipl, RBK, April 19,
2024, available at: https:/realty.rbc.ru.

51. I"Bolee 100 tysac rossian pereehali v Armenil v godu" [More Than 100
Thousand Russians Moved to

Armenia in a Year], TASS, March 16, 2023, available at: https://tass.ru.

52. Data on Armenia: K. Melikan, “VVP Armenii za 2023 god zamedlilsa v
roste do 8,7%" [Armenia's GDP for 2023 Slowed down in Growth to 8.7%],
Finport Armenia, February 21, 2024, available at: https://finport.am:; for
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Russian “relocants” represent affluent
segments of the country's population
and provide significant amounts

of money flowing into their new
countries of residence.

Over

27,000

properties were purchased
by Russians in Turkey in 2022-2023.

Influx of Russians resulted in

2.0-8.3
percent point

higher GDP growth in Armenia, Georgia
and Kyrgyzstan, than the World Bank's
forecasts predicted.
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of the Russian factor, one needs to consider that in mid-
2021, the World Bank forecasted GDP growth in these coun-
tries at 4.3%, 5.0%, and 3.3%, respectively).>3 The arrival of the
Russians caused these countries' currencies to appreciate
by 11-23% to the U.S. dollar and spurred a boom in housing
construction and the service sector, where demands began
to be made that the locals previously rarely expressed .
Seizing upon these new trends, the authorities of several
post-Soviet countries, for example, Armenia, began creat-
ing favorable conditions for ‘relocants” encouraging them
to open local businesses, and hoping to retain them in the
country. However, as it turns out, this does not apply to ev-
eryone: judging by the feedback from many Russians who
found themselves in former Soviet republics, most of them
they do not perceive these countries as the final destination
of their journeys. Unlike the countries of the Russian “near-
abroad’, the majority of the European Union member states
did not express enthusiasm about Russian emigration. In Eu-
rope, a debate emerged about banning the Russians from
purchasing real estate (as of the beginning of 2022, Russian
citizens owned about 1 million apartments and houses in
EU countries, the UK, and Switzerland, and the number of
valid residence permits and visas at that time approached 2
million);?* numerous (sometimes informal) restrictions were
imposed on opening bank accounts; processing payments
from Russia or from Russian citizens residing in other coun-
tries was significantly hindered; and opening and maintain-
ing accounts in cryptocurrency also became problematic.
As a result, a situation of anticipation arose: the number of

Georgia: “Rost VVP Gruzii v 2023 godu sostavil procentov” [Georgia's
GDP Growth in 2023 Amounted to Percentl, Eno Kavkaza, January 31,
2024, available at: www.ekhokavkaza.com; on Kyrgyzstan for 2022:
“VVP Kirgizii v 2022 godu vyros na 7%" [Kyrgyzstan's GDP in 2022 grew
by 7%l, Interfaks, March 24, 2023, available at: www.interfax.ru; for 2023
“VVP Kyrgyzstana v 2023 godu vyros na 6,2%" [Kyrgyzstan's GDP in
2023 grew by 6.2%], Sin'hua, anuary 16, 2024, available at: https://rus-
sian.news.cn.

53. “Evropa i Central'nad Azia, Iin' 2021 goda” [Europe and Central Asia,
June 2021], World Bank, June 8, 2021, available at:
https.//thedocsworldbank.org.

54. "Russia's war turns neighboring currencies into world's best’,
Bloomberg, December 21, 2022, available at: www.bloomberg.com.

55. Number of people living in Europe with Russian citizenship in

2021, by country, Statista, May 2022 available at: www.statista.com;
Press-sluzba Predstavitel'stva ES v Rossii, “Putesestvia i obrazovanie”
[Travel and Educationl, Predstavitel'stvo ES v Rossii, November 24,
2022, available at: https.//www.eeas.europa.eu.
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applications for long-term visas, residence permits, and po-
litical asylum from Russians is increasing, but much faster
than the number of satisfied petitions (in 2021, 82.9 thou-
sand residence permits were issued to Russian citizens
in the EU, in 2022 - more than 91 thousand,s® and in 2023,
their number could increase by 20-30%) - but even at these
rates, the process could take several more years, until (or if)
all potentially interested parties finally reach the EU.

56. P. Laakso, "V 2022 godu 24 iz 27 stran ES vydali rossianam svyse 90
tysac pervicnyh VNZ" [In 2022, 24 Out of 27 EU Countries Issued Over
90 Thousand Primary Residence Permits to Russians], VC.ru, July 25,
2023, available at: https.//vc.ru.
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The study conducted by the University of Nicosia on be-
half of CASE differs from most other contemporary surveys
of Russian “relocants” because it probably pioneers the in-
sights into the diasporas that have emerged in “old" Europe
- in Germany and France, in "new" Europe - e.g., in Poland,
and in Cyprus, which has long been one of the noticeable
destination countries for the Russians located outside the
former USSR. It also allows for a comparison of attitudes
and objective conditions of those who left Russia before
2013, between 2014-2021, and in 2022 and later, both overall
and for each of these countries.

In general, it should be acknowledged that both the
sentiments and statuses of the Russians who left their
homeland after 2014 share significant similarities across
most European countries included in our sample (we pre-
sumed, for example, that the differences between Poland
and Germany would be much greater). In all of these coun-
tries, the "relocants” primarily identify themselves as “ethnic
Russians” or “Russians’ (taken together, these responses are
twice as common as identification as “residents of the host
country”), despite 93% of respondents possess temporary
or permanent residence permits or even dual citizenship.
Everywhere, they are loyal to the values and laws of local
societies, make efforts for integration, and strive to earn a
living in the host countries (overall, only 9% of respondents
in the sample claim that their main income comes from
Russia, and about 10% give an indefinite answer or refuse
to comment) - however, there are some differences, with
France and Cyprus being at opposite poles.?

The differences between these cases cannot be
deemed fundamental, but nevertheless, they provide some
food for thought. Among them are both easily explainable
(for example, the relocation to free and secular France is
2.5 times more common than to conservative and Ortho-
dox Cyprus to those driven by the desire to preserve one's
gender identity), and understandable (for example, France
has the highest material inequality among “relocants”: here,
there are record numbers of Russians with incomes below
€3000 per month and above €10,000 per month [with a
high probability, this means that both those who intend to
live on social welfare and those who have no financial prob-

57. Survey of Russian emigrants in European countries (Germany,
France, Cyprus, Poland), op. cit.
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lems are aiming to move to that countryl, while in Cyprus,
the proportion of those earning between €3000 and €7000
per month is one and a half times higher than the average
across all considered countries).® At the same time, there
are differences that would not appear obvious and expect-
ed without detailed investigation. First and foremost, it is
worth noting that those who relocated to France are less
likely than those in other countries to cite disagreement
with Putin's aggression against Ukraine or any other polit-
ical reasons being the main motivation for leaving Russia
(this proportion is more than a third lower than in Cyprus)
- instead, nearly three times as many respondents cited
‘personal reasons” as the basis for their move. The Russian
diaspora in France appears to be the most tolerant towards
the current situation in Russia - those who primarily identify
themselves either as ethnic Russian or as Russian citizen
are at least a third more numerous here than among those
living in other EU countries. Nearly a fifth of the “relocants”
adhere to the “typical” Russian attitude that both sides -
Ukraine as well as Russia - are to blame in the current con-
flict; here, the largest proportion of the “relocants” “fully” or
“partially” support Vladimir Putin's policies (18% compared
to 5% in Cyprus), and accordingly, the smallest proportion
condemn them (51% compared to Cyprus's 77%). Unsurpris-
ingly, in France, the difference in proportions between those
who support Ukraine and those who remain on Russia’s side
is relatively small - only 32% compared to 43% in Poland,
48% in Germany, and 56% in Cyprus. All of this contributes
to a somewhat unexpectedly lukewarm attitude of current
Russian ‘relocants” towards France as the host country:
only 24% of those who moved there are unwilling to return
to Russia from this country, compared to an average figure
of 36% across the other three countries surveyed.>

We won't overburden our readers by continuing to com-
pare individual country cases. However, our study does not
address another important issue - the scale of Russian re-
location: today, hundreds of thousands of Russians live in
many European countries without being their citizens, but in
all of them the share of these “relocants” does not exceed
1% of the total population. Only in Cyprus, which stands out

58. Ibid.
59. Ibid.
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among other European countries in many respects for the
Russians who have moved there in recent years, are they
much more noticeable in terms of both numbers and eco-
nomic influence. Here the local authorities are trying to
adapt the island's legislation to make their lives more com-
fortable, the taxes they pay contribute a hefty part of the
budget revenue, and their participation in the country's
economic and technological development is more signifi-
cant. Therefore, we want to go beyond the survey data and
present the current situation with the Russian diaspora in
Cyprus as a special case.
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Cyprus is arguably the most “Russified” EU member state
these days: the Russians' share of the island's population ex-
ceeds 6%,°° and in major cities, it reaches up to 1/3.°* Unlike
most EU nations, Cyprus has been developing for decades
as a semi-offshore tax jurisdiction, making itself attractive
for international businesses. Over the past 20 years, it has
also become a major center for IT entrepreneurship.

Since the mid-2010°, both the Russians and Belarusians
have begun to relocate major internet companies here,
which has also attracted their skillful employees. From 2016
to 2022, the number of Russians with Cypriot permanent
residency permits increased by 4.6 times, and Belarusians
by 3.8 times (with an increase of 63% and 76% in 2022 alone),
resulting in Russians and Belarusians accounting for 26.4%
of all valid residency permits.® It is beyond doubt that this
figure will continue to grow by the end of 2023. Accord-
ing to Cypriot statistics, migrants from Russia and Belarus
are employed in the most advanced sectors of the local
economy. For example, in the “Information and Commu-
nication” sector, which includes “Computer programming,
consultancy and related activities” and “Information ser-
vice activities”, 42% of all Russians and 48% of all Belaru-
sians are employed, making them the highest-paid ethnic
groups on the island (according to 2022 data, their average
salary reached €5,482 and €5,278 per month, respectively,
exceeding the average Cypriot renumeration by almost 2.5
times).s The IT sector has become one of the drivers of the
Cypriot economy in recent years - its share of exports of
goods and services from the island has grown from 8.4%
in 2012 to over 19% in 2023. As of January 1%, 2024, Russians
and Belarusians have registered up to 10,500 companies
in the country, where they own more than 50% of the capi-
tal.% It is worth noting that the developments over the past
two years indicate an extremely important trend: if Cyprus
was previously a jurisdiction where the Russians registered
companies, even without intending to do business in the

60. E. Varvitsioti, “Cyprus counts costs of weaker Russia ties after
Kremlin's invasion of Ukraine”, Financial Times, May 24, 2022, available
at: www.ft.com.

61. H. Smith, “Cyprus: Displaced Ukrainians adjust to life on Rus-
sia-friendly island’, The Guardian, March 23, 2022, available at: www.
theguardian.com

62. These data are obtained upon request from the Cyprus Statistical
Service (www.cystat.gov.cy) and are available to the authors

63. Ibid.

64. Ibid.

Over the past 20 years, Cyprus has
become a major center for IT entre-
preneurship. Since the mid-2010s,
both Russians and Belarusians have
begun to relocate major internet
companies here, which has also
attracted their skillful employees.

4.6 times

increase in number of Russians with
Cypriot permanent residency permits
was observed from 2016 to 2022.

10,500

companies where Russians and
Belarusians own more than 50%
of the capital are registered as of
January 1% 2024.

4276

of Russians are employed in the
‘Information and Communication”
sector.
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country but only for accumulating profits and dividends re-
ceived in Russia, many of them have now left the island (in-
cluding FixPrice and United Medical Group, which moved
to Kazakhstan, and Sbermarket, TCS Group Holding, and
Etalon Group, which became incorporated in Russia's off-
shore zones),®s while companies in the IT sector that are ac-
tually operating in the country are becoming new drivers for
growth, helping to mitigate the collapse in tourism revenue
from Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine following the start of the
war and the suspension of flights by both European and na-
tional airlines from Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine to all these
countries.

Cyprus' success in recent years, in our view, might be
attributed to several factors. First, starting from early 2000,
the island's authorities consistently implemented a policy
of increasing transparency, focusing not on selling “golden
passports” (this program was halted in 2020, and the pass-
ports of several Russians, who became targets for Europe-
an sanctions after the start of the war, were revoked),®® but
on facilitating the immigration of professionals willing to
develop their own businesses on the island. Secondly, the
government prioritized key business sectors: fintech, gam-
ing, video content production, CRM systems, cryptocurren-
cy projects, and software development, all benefiting from
favorable tax conditions. For example, a special tax regime
called IP Box was introduced with a rate of 2.5% of income
for companies earning profits from software rights.®” Thirdly,
a work visa can be obtained based on a company's willing-
ness to hire a foreigner in just three weeks, valid for one year
with the possibility of extension® - a revolutionary experi-
ence within the EU, where not even every residence per-
mit allows employment. Additionally, a new citizenship law

65. “Krupnye rossijskie kompanii pokidaut Kipr" [Large Russian Compa-
nies Are Leaving Cyprusl, Uspesnyj biznes, January 11, 2024, available
at: https://sb-cyprus.com.

66. “Cyprus to Revoke Passports of Four Sanctioned Russians’, Reu-
ters, April 7, 2022, available at: www.reuters.com.

67. A. Skrynnikova, "'V Cyprus est' rus" kak rossiane pereezzaut na Kipr”
["Cyprus Has RUS": How Russians Move to Cyprus], Forbes Russia, May
5, 2022, available at: www.forbes.ru.

68. A. Pravdin, “Na Kipre uproseno polucenie grazdanstva inostranny-
mi specia-listami” [Cyprus Simplified Obtaining Citizenship by Foreign
Specialists], Cyprus butterfly, December 1, 2023, available at:
https://cyprusbutterfly.com
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provides an accelerated path to citizenship in just 4 years
for those permanently residing on the island and employed
in high-tech sectors of the economy.®® Essentially, Cyprus
in recent years has been implementing a system that en-
courages the relocation of professionals capable of earn-
ing through their own projects, creating job opportunities
including for the locals, contributing taxes to the budget,
and generating additional demand for goods and services
produced by the islanders. This model is yielding results -
in 2022, the country's GDP added 5.1%,7° and in 2023, 2.5%"
(that is significantly higher than the eurozone averages for
these years - 3.4% and 0.4%, respectively).”2 In our view, this
is an optimal strategy for leveraging the human capital of
Russian “relocants”.

69. Ibid.

70. GDP Growth (annual %) - Cyprus, World Bank, available at :
www.datawordbank.org.

71. Growth Rate: 4th Quarter of 2023 for the Cypriot economy, Cyprus'
Finance Ministry, February 14, 2024, available at: www.mof.gov.cy.

72. GDP stable and employment up by 0.3% in the euro area, Eurostat,
March 8, 2024, available at: https://ec.europa.eu
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The main features of the current Russian relocation allow
to expand and refine the propositions that the authors ex-
pressed in their article a year and a half ago.

We believe that the EU member states countries
should treat the Russian ‘relocants” as, on the one hand,
an important economic and social resource for European
societies; and, on the other hand, as an effective tool for
weakening aggressive Russia, more in terms of econom-
ics than politics. Both of these circumstances advocate the
desirability of integrating Russian migrants into European
societies rather than rejecting or sidelining them. \Within this
approach, it seems logical to soften the requirements the
Russian “relocants” are facing for obtaining documents al-
lowing them to permanently reside in the EU. In our view,
the main objective of such move is to encourage reloca-
tion to Europe by Russians possessing the knowledge and
skills necessary for running their own businesses or work-
ing in highskilled positions. This should not imply (as often
happens) that people must secure employment in advance
- a kind of “probationary period" could be secured during
which the “relocants” can assess their capabilities. In other
words, those who left Russia after the start of the war in
Ukraine and are now staying outside the EU could be given
priority opportunities to obtain a yearly resident card upon
confirming their knowledge of one of the main European
languages, a higher education certificate, work experience
in their field, entrepreneurial activity, and declaring a cer-
tain amount of funds considered sufficient for living in the
country of residence (evidence of real estate or liquid as-
sets in Russia owned by them could serve as an analogue).
At the same time, the main conditions for the further re-
newal of these documents should be, on the one hand,
employment or creation of some functioning business, as
well as confirmation of any income-generating activity that
does not require the host country to provide the “relocants’
with social benefits; and, on the other hand, proof of staying
more than 3/4 of the time in the country issuing the resi-
dence permit, as well as a valid contract for the purchase
or lease of housing there. Such measures could affect Rus-
sians who have already left Russia and do not wish to re-
turn: by the most modest estimates, within several months,
no fewer than 300,000 applications could be submitted,
which would serve as a signal to many of those remain-
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ing in Russia. European embassies in Moscow could shift
their focus from issuing visas to accepting applications for
longer stays - this would reduce the chances of unwanted
Russians entering, as visa issuance remains quite extensive,
and candidate checks are not stringent enough. The same
approaches should be extended to the Russians which are
already in the EU using previously issued visas: if they can
demonstrate sufficient financial resources for living in Eu-
rope, disclose sources of income, and waive social benefits,
as well as commit to staying in the issuing country for more
than 3/4 of the visa's duration, they could also obtain resi-
dent rights. Of course, holders of such documents should
not encounter the usual difficulties faced by today's “relo-
cants": when opening bank accounts, renting property, find-
ing employment, etc. Essentially, it is proposed to develop a
broad program of “economic migration” from Russia.

What can such a program achieve?

In our view, quite a lot First of all, it will provide Euro-
pean countries, encountered with slow economic growth,
with additional financial and labor resources. It is unlikely
that a significant portion of the “relocants” will find jobs in
European countries immediately - which means they will
need to bring in no less than €20-35 thousand annually
from abroad, bringing tens of billions of euros to Europe
(authorities can set cealings on both the balances of “relo-
cants” accounts and their transactions, to protect against
money laundering, and only allow rental or property pur-
chases with the involvement of notaries who could control
the targeted use of funds transferred for these purposes).
Several hundred thousand Russians with their inclination for
entrepreneurship (which we noted earlier) could provide an
additional boost to European economies - of course, not as
massive as observed in post-Soviet countries, but still sig-
nificant. Furthermore, the Europeans will gain a unique kind
of diaspora, which, while remaining loyal to its society, will
have no reverence for its authorities (one can easily imagine
the attitude of those fleeing dictatorship towards Vladimir
Putin's call to “integrate but not assimilate” in Europe - we
believe it would differ a lot from the reaction on a similar
call directed at Turks living in Germany, recently voiced by
Recep Tayyip Erdogan),”z or towards any “traditional” insti-

73. "Erdogan irks Austria with anti-assimilation speech’, Reuters, June
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tutions (the vast majority of the “relocants” do not support
the social and political “doctrine” of the Russian Orthodox
Church), making it an exception from most other ethnic dia-
sporas. Facing representatives of previous waves of Russian
emigration, many of whom today hail Kremlin's nationalist
policies,” the “relocants” will become ambassadors of Eu-
ropean values in Russian-speaking circles, and they them-
selves will integrate into host societies much faster than
their predecessors. Finally, in the longer term, the integra-
tion of new Russian “relocants"and their transformation into
a new wave of emigration could disrupt the unity between
Russia and the Russians, which has formed in the Europe-
an consciousness over the past thirty years, when Europe
received a “‘copy” of Russian society each time: in the ear-
ly 1090° - relatively poor but educated individuals fleeing
the crisis in their country, and in the 2000° and partly in the
2010° - those who got wealthy during the Putin boom and
corresponded to the image of a prosperous Russia, “obey-
ing some rules”. If the “relocants” are accepted, Europeans
have a chance to see behind the facade of the new dicta-
torship that there is a Russia of those who know how to do
business, who are well educated, have a broad outlook, and
share liberal values - not in the contemporary leftist guise,
but in that classical understanding, which is gradually being
forgotten in modern Western societies. These people will
become a living reminder for several decades that Russia
and Putin are different entities, and in fighting Putin, there
is no need to alienate Russia and its people because of the
deeds of their ruler.

Here wearrive to the second topic, no less important
than the first.

For several decades, Western politicians - explicitly or
implicitly — have had two prejudices about Russia and its po-
sitioning vis-a-vis the West. The first was based on the princi-
ple of Wandel durch Handel: change through trade and the
development of economic ties, which has been one of the
basic foundations of German foreign policy towards Russia
since the Soviet era.s This approach is now probably practi-
cally dead - even Daniel Treisman, a progressive economist

19, 2014, available at: www.reuters.com.

74. V. Shevchenko, “Ukraine war: Russians in Germany split over Putin's
invasion”, BBC, May 13, 2023, available at: www.bbc.com.

75. E. Bahr, “Wandel durch Annaherung’: Rede in der Evangelischen
Akademie Tutzing", 1000 Dokumente, July 15, 1963, available at:
www.1000dokumente.de.
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who sometimes ago insisted that “Russia is a normal coun-
try"7e has switched to condemning Vladimir Putin as a “spin
dictator” The second assessed everything coming from
Russia as a kind of "absolute evil’, talking on the export of
dirty money and corruption from the country, about the fact
that there will never be rule of law in Russia as long as the
Russian oligarchs settle disputes among themselves in the
High Court of London, and bribe-takers comfortably spend
the rest of their lives on the Cote dAzur7#This dogma is also
going out of fashion as Europeans realize that repatriating
Russian money back from Europe to Russia only helps Vlad-
imir Putin keep the economy afloat and gives him a chance
to wage war in Ukraine almost indefinitely.” Therefore, to-
day the strategy to undermine the Putin regime should
include orchestrated “bleeding”: stimulating the outflow
of qualified specialists and money from Russia, unrelated
to the war, of Russian business. All this seems particularly
important right now, as political repression has reached a
certain “plateau’, but will surely intensify if the regime feels
vulnerable in the war with Ukraine or requires new mobi-
lization; when the Kremlin begins a deliberate assault on
minority rights, which will inevitably become increasingly
brutal; and when the rise of the “power oligarchy” will re-
quire additional pressure on businessmen and redistribu-
tion of property — in this case not only those controlled by
the oligarchs, but one that belongs to small and local busi-
nesses. Opening up the “exit routes” for the Russian middle
class who understands that its activities will be unwanted
in Russia, or it will not be able to survive in Putin's fascist
state for ideological and security reasons would deliver a
serious blow to the regime, as it needs professionals that,
as it believes, have no chance to escape. Currently, only the
leaders of the government's economic bloc are sounding

76. A. Shleifer and D. Treisman, “A Normal Country: Russia After Com-
munism”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 19, No. 1, 2005, avail-
able at: www.aeaweb.org.

77.S. Guriev. and D. Treisman, Spin Dictators: The Changing Face of
Tyranny in the 21st Century, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2022,

78. K. Dawisha, Putin's Cleptocracy: Who Owns Russia?, New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2015.

79. D. Gudkov, “Evropejcy mena sprasivaut: kogda u Putina den'gi
zakoncatsa? S vasej politikoj — nikogda!" [Europeans Ask Me: When
Will Putin Run out of Money? With Your Policy - Never!], Holod Medlia,
October 24, 2023, available at: https://holod.media.
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the alarm about the increasing shortage of personnel - but
Europeans can “open up” the Russian labor market in such
a way that no migrants from Central Asia will replenish the
losses. Providing the opportunity for relocation to small and
medium-sized businesses, legalizing the transfer of funds
originating from the legal sale of Russia-based assets into
European jurisdictions, would be a tremendous challenge
for Russia, because there were these people who back in
2022 seek to survive and therefore ensured the stability of
the Russian economy, restructuring the supply and sales
chains, and launching the “parallel import” schemes. Mem-
bers of this stratum should also be given a way to Europe
- but not as before, through “citizenship by investment”, but
under the conditions outlined above, that is, upon their real,
not fictitious, resettlement in countries issuing documents
granting the right of residence and through gradual integra-
tion into their economy without any use of the established
European social security system. To finalize our research,
it is worth addressing a question often raised by experts
and politicians: how important is it to preserve and support
the Russian diaspora as a factor in potential future politi-
cal transformation of Russia?To our mind, this task cannot
be the main one shaping the European strategy regarding
the Russian “relocants’, and for several reasons. First, as we
have already noted, political emigrants constitute a tiny mi-
nority in the emerging Russian diaspora (unlike, for exam-
ple, in the 1920%). Secondly, most expatriates left Russia not
having lost some round of political struggle, but conscious-
ly preferring not to get involved into it. Thirdly, as discus-
sions among Russian expatriates themselves show, many
consider regime change from within to be more likely than
from outside. The Russian diaspora, if the regime collaps-
es, could rather become a source of people involved in
the global economy and understanding the basics of func-
tioning of democratic institutions, being able to form the
backbone of a hew public service - but this community is
unlikely to provide Russia with new revolutionaries, as the
Russian emigration of the late 19" and early 20" centuries
once did. Summing up, we would like to reiterate: with the
onset of Russia's war against Ukraine and the irreversible
transformation of Putin's regime into a dictatorship, the
Western world may get a unique opportunity to weaken its
geopolitical adversary as well as to secure significant eco-
nomic benefits by welcoming Russian “relocants” and their
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capital. For quite a long time, the Russian diaspora in Eu-
rope has been shaped by the people who moved to the
West primarily for securing their own comfort or for estab-
lishing some “reserve headquarters” for their families and
money, but who were not inclined for integration into their
new societies and preferred to continue conducting busi-
ness in or close to Russia. The current wave of newcomers,
to the contrary, consists mainly of those who may be called
“the Russian Europeans’, who have realized that their paths
have diverged from Putin's Russia and who can and want to
integrate into European societies, work for their prosperity,
endorse the European values - and in the end become the
Russian Europeans without any quotation marks. The more
numerous they are, in our view, the better it will be for both
Europe and, ultimately, Russia, as this people will become
instrumental for a future reconciliation between Europe and
Russia, without which, to our opinion, any hopes for peace
in this century ppear entirely illusory.
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