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Study description

Socio-political study of Russians and residents of EU countries includes two stages:

Stage 1:
Study of Russians via phone survey (1 to 16 February 2025)
Sample: 1600 respondents, representative, with quotas on gender and age groups, strata 
of settlements and federal districts
Margin of error at 95% confidence level does not exceed +/-2,45%.

Stage 2:
Study of the residents of EU via online survey (27 February to 5 March 2025)
Sample: 1200 respondents, representative, with quotas on gender and age groups and 
countries of residence (Germany, France, Italy, Spain, Poland)
Margin of error at 95% confidence level does not exceed +/-2,8% for the whole sample and 
+/-6,3% for each of the countries in particular.
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Every nation has the right to its own independent state

Without democracy it is impossible to build a country with a
high quality of life

Citizens must take more responsibility for their own lives and rely
less on the state

The state has the right to decide which immigrants to accept
and which not to accept

The state should legally restrict certain speech, such as that
which incites religious or ethnic hatred

Government intervention is bad for the economy

Generally, I'm not interested in politics

Russians Residents of EU countries

Social and political views. Level of agreement with the statements on 10-point scale: 1 – completely disagree, 10 – completely agree
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Social and political views

Among Russians, the average level of agreement with the statements “The state has the right to
decide which immigrants to accept and which not to accept” и “The state should legally restrict
certain speech, such as that which incites religious or ethnic hatred” is significantly higher than
among the inhabitants of EU countries. Residents of European Union countries are less likely to
approve of state intervention in migration policy and restrictions on freedom of speech, even if it
incites religious or ethnic hatred.

Another important difference is that average level of EU residents’ agreement with the statement
“Government intervention is bad for the economy” is higher than the corresponding indicator among
Russians. Thus, Russians are more likely to believe that government intervention does not harm the
economy.
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Attitudes towards the EU and Russia

Attitude towards the EU among 
Russians

9%

26%

29%

23%

13%

Definitely positive Rather positive Rather negative Definitely negative Not sure / refused to answer

35%

52%

13%

Positive Negative Not sure / refused to answer

9%

13%

23%
35%

20%

Attitude towards Russia among 
residents of EU countries

22%

58%

20%
18-29 56% 30%

30-44 38% 47%

45-59 32% 56%

60 и 
старше 24% 67%

18-29 22% 47%

30-44 25% 59%

45-59 23% 57%

60 и 
старше 19% 66%

Please tell me, what is your overall attitude towards the European Union / Russia?

POSITIVE NEGATIVE POSITIVE NEGATIVE
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Attitudes towards the EU and Russia

More than a third (35%) of Russians have a positive attitude towards the European Union, while a half
of them stated a negative attitude. Among residents of EU countries, a negative attitude towards
Russia also prevails: over a half of the respondents (58%) declared it. Every fifth person has a positive
attitude towards Russia (22%). At the same time, the share of those who are not sure is significantly
higher among residents of EU countries than among Russians (20% vs 13%, respectively).

In Russia, a positive attitude towards the EU increases significantly from older to younger age groups
(the difference is 2 times). However, there is no such correlation among residents of EU countries.

As for the negative attitudes, there is a similar pattern in both samples: the older generation is
significantly more likely to express negative attitudes towards another country (group of countries)
than young people and middle-aged groups. 
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Reasons for a positive attitude towards other countries (among those who have positive attitude)

14%

8%

7%

85%

High standard of living / decent
wages

Democracy / political competition

Rights and freedoms

Vague arguments* / Not sure /
Refused to answer

Reasons for a positive attitude of 
Russians towards the EU (top 3)

Reasons for a positive attitude of the 
residents of EU countries towards Russia 

(top 3)

36%

31%

26%

20%

Russia is a country of great
culture

Russia is a European state
just like all others

Russia has beautiful nature

* “I just think so”, “I have nothing against it”, etc.
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Reasons for a positive attitude towards other countries (among those who have positive attitude)

The main reason for the positive attitude of Russians towards the EU was the high standard of living
and decent wages, named by 14% of Russians surveyed. The top 3 answers also included arguments
such as democracy, political competition, rights and freedoms. Generally, it is typical for Russians to
have no specific conscious and formulated reasons for a positive attitude: most respondents
expressed vague arguments or found it difficult to answer (85%).

Among residents of the EU countries, a third of respondents (36%) explained their positive attitude
towards Russia by the fact that it is a country of great culture, and slightly less than a third (31%) - that
Russia is a European country like all the others. A quarter cited the beauty of Russian nature as an
argument (26%). Only every fifth EU resident found it difficult to give a clear answer to the question
(which is 4 times less than among Russians).
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Reasons for a negative attitude towards other countries (among those who have negative attitude)

Reasons for a negative attitude of 
Russians towards the EU (top 3)

Reasons for a negative attitude of the 
residents of EU countries towards Russia 

(top 3)

13%

8%

7%

45%

Sanctions against Russia

LGBT

Support for Ukraine

Vague arguments* / Not sure /
Refused to answer

74%

46%

32%

6%

Russia committed aggression
against Ukraine

Russia is an authoritarian state

LGBT people are persecuted in
Russia

* “I just think so”, “They did nothing good”, etc.
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Circumstances that may improve the attitude towards other countries (among those who have negative attitude)

Circumstances that may improve the 
Russians’ attitude towards the EU (top 4)

Circumstances that may improve the 
Europeans’ attitude towards Russia (top 4)

18%

13%

7%

7%

18%

21%

Decent attitude towards Russians

Lifting of sanctions against Russia

Cooperation with Russia (economic,
political, etc.)

Ending of support for Ukraine

Under no circumstances / nothing
can improve the attitude

Not sure / Refused to answer

57%

42%

34%

31%

8%

10%

Cessation of aggression against
Ukraine

Regime change in Russia

Russia's respect for international
institutions

Cooperation with the EU
(economic, political, etc.)
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Reasons for a negative attitude towards other countries and
Circumstances that may improve the attitude towards other countries (among those who have negative attitude)

The reasons for the negative attitude of Russians towards the EU are also characterized by uncertainty
and vagueness of arguments. The most common reasons are sanctions against Russia (13%), LGBT
(8%), and support for Ukraine (7%), while almost half (45%) of Russians gave vague arguments or
found it difficult to answer the question.
As for residents of EU countries, almost three quarters (74%) said that the reason for their negative
attitude towards Russia is aggression against Ukraine. About half (46%) believe that Russia is an
authoritarian state and a third believe that LGBT people are persecuted in Russia (32%).

Among the circumstances under which their attitude towards the European Union will improve,
almost every fifth Russian (18%) named a decent attitude towards them. Other popular answers are
the lifting of sanctions against Russia (13%) and cooperation with Russia (7%). At the same time, the
share of those who said that their attitude will not improve under any circumstances (18%)
significantly exceeds the same indicator among residents of EU countries (8%). More than half of the
respondents (57%) in EU countries will change their attitude towards Russia for the better after the end
of aggression against Ukraine. Two out of five (42%) indicated a regime change in Russia and a third -
respect for international institutions on the part of Russia (34%).
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Approval of Vladimir Putin’s policy

76%

8%

12%
4%

Approve Partly approve, partly not Disapprove Not sure / refused to answer

Approval of President Vladimir Putin’s policy 
by Russians

Approval of President Vladimir Putin’s policy 
by residents of EU countries

15%

14%

50%

21%

Three quarters (76%) of Russians approve of the policy of V.V. Putin, while among
residents of EU countries the level of approval was 15% (i.e., 5 times less). Half of the
residents of EU countries do not approve of the policy of the President of Russia. The
share of those who found it difficult to answer among residents of EU countries is high
(21%) - 5 times more than among Russians.
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End of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and its impact on Russia-EU relations

Compromise peace agreement

40%

30%

43%

32%

17%

38%

Russians

EU residents

Would improve Russia-EU relations Would not improve Russia-EU relations Not sure / refused to answer

Agreement on Russia’s terms

37%

26%

47%

36%

16%

38%

Russians

EU residents

Support for a compromise peace agreement

60%

38%

25%

23%

15%

39%

Russians

EU residents

Rather support Rather not support Not sure / refused to answer

Support for an agreement on Russia’s terms

80%

30%

10%

28%

10%

42%

Russians

EU residents
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Compromise peace agreement:

Two fifths of Russians (40%) and almost a third of EU residents (30%) believe that relations between
their countries would improve if the Russian-Ukrainian conflict ends in a compromise. In general,
Russians more often express the opinion that relations will NOT improve in such a situation (43%), while
EU residents more often find it difficult to answer the question (38%). Almost two thirds of Russians (60%)
and 1.5 times fewer EU residents (38%, the rest most often find it difficult to answer) support a
compromise peace agreement.

Agreement on Russia’s terms:

If the Russian-Ukrainian conflict ends with a peace agreement on Russia's terms, then almost half
(47%) of Russians and a third (36%) of EU residents do NOT expect an improvement in relations
between the EU and Russia. The overwhelming majority of Russians (80%) and 2.7 times fewer EU
residents (30%, the rest most often find it difficult to answer - 42%) stated their support for such an
agreement.

End of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and its impact on Russia-EU relations
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Opinion on the Israeli–Palestinian conflict

13%

38%

11%

38%

Rather support Israel Rather support Palestine

Situation is ambiguous / both sides are at fault Not sure / refused to answer

Opinion of Russians on the Israeli–Palestinian 
conflict

Opinion of the residents of EU countries on the 
Israeli–Palestinian conflict

15%

22%

32%

33%

Among Russians, Palestine enjoys greater support (38%, which is 1.7 times more than among
residents of EU countries). Residents of EU countries are mostly inclined to ambiguous
assessments of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (32%).
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EU-Russia cooperation

Opinion of Russians: areas in which Russia and 
the EU should resume or deepen cooperation
Top of the answers

Opinion of EU residents: areas in which the EU and 
Russia should resume or deepen cooperation

48%

10%

9%

6%

7%

33%

Economy, trade, industry

Tourism / visa-free regime

Culture

Foreign policy

In no areas

Not sure / refused to answer

51%

37%

29%

22%

21%

20%

18%

4%

13%

Economy

Human rights

Crime and terrorism prevention

Culture

Foreign policy

Sports

Tourism / visa-free regime

In no areas

Not sure / refused to answer
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EU-Russia cooperation

Almost half of Russians (48%) believe that Russia and the EU should resume or deepen cooperation in
the economic sphere (including trade and industry); half (51%) of residents of EU countries also stated
the same.

All other areas of cooperation are considered by Russians not so important and unquestionable (33%
of respondents find it difficult to answer). Meanwhile, residents of the EU countries relatively often
express interest in cooperation in the area of human rights (37%), crime and terrorism prevention
(29%), as well as in other areas noted by about one fifth of the Europeans surveyed (foreign policy,
sports, culture, tourism).

A relatively small number of respondents, both among Russians (7%) and among residents of EU
countries (4%), stated that cooperation does not need to be resumed or deepened in any areas.
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Public activities

61%

38%

33%

24%

22%

33%

29%

29%

28%

29%

Donate money to charity

Engage in volunteering

Create / develop own business

Teach, engage in science

Work in culture and arts, develop
them

Russians EU residents

Already do or intend to do Do NOT do and do NOT intend to do

37%

60%

66%

75%

76%

43%

45%

46%

48%

47%

Donate money to charity

Engage in volunteering

Create / develop own business

Teach, engage in science

Work in culture and arts, develop
them

Russians EU residents

2%
24%

2%
26%

1%
25%

1%
25%

2%
23%

Not sure
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Public activities

Russians are most often willing to donate money to charity (61%), 1.5-2 times less likely to
volunteer or do business, and 3 times less likely to work in the field of art, culture, and science.

Residents of EU countries are ready to engage in all activities mentioned in approximately equal
proportions (on average, 30% of respondents chose each activity). At the same time, about a
quarter (25%) of the Europeans surveyed find it difficult to answer this question (while among
Russians there are almost no people who find it difficult).
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KEY FINDINGS

Social and political views: Unlike Russians, residents of EU countries are less likely to approve of state
intervention in migration policy and restrictions on freedom of expression. Russians are more likely to
believe that state intervention does NOT harm the economy.

Public activities: Russians are most often willing to donate money to charity (61%), 1.5-2 times less likely to
volunteer or do business, and 3 times less likely to work in the field of art, culture, and science.
Residents of EU countries are ready to engage in all activities mentioned in approximately equal
proportions (on average, 30% of respondents chose each activity). At the same time, about a quarter
(25%) of the Europeans surveyed find it difficult to answer this question (while among Russians there are
almost no people who find it difficult).

Opinion on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Among Russians, Palestine enjoys greater support (38%, which
is 1.7 times more than among residents of EU countries). Residents of EU countries are mostly inclined to
ambiguous assessments of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (32%). Support for Israel is 13% in both samples.
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KEY FINDINGS

Attitudes to countries of each other: More than a third (35%) of Russians have a positive attitude towards
the European Union, while a half of them stated a negative attitude. Among residents of EU countries, a
negative attitude towards Russia also prevails: over a half of the respondents (58%) declared it. 

The share of Russians who said that their attitude towards the EU will not improve under any
circumstances (18%) significantly exceeds the same indicator among residents of EU countries (8%). More
than half of the respondents (57%) in EU countries will change their attitude towards Russia for the better
after the end of aggression against Ukraine. Two out of five (42%) indicated a regime change in Russia.
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KEY FINDINGS

Three quarters (76%) of Russians approve of the policy of V.V. Putin, while among residents of EU
countries the level of approval was 15% (i.e., 5 times less). Half of the residents of EU countries do not
approve of the policy of the President of Russia. The share of those who found it difficult to answer
among residents of EU countries is high (21%) - 5 times more than among Russians.

Compromise peace agreement: Russians more often express the opinion that EU-Russia relations will
not improve in such a situation (43%), while EU residents more often find it difficult to answer the
question (38%). Almost two thirds of Russians (60%) and 1.5 times fewer EU residents (38%, the rest most
often find it difficult to answer) support a compromise peace agreement.
Agreement on Russia’s terms: almost half (47%) of Russians and a third (36%) of EU residents do NOT
expect an improvement in relations between the EU and Russia in such a situation. The overwhelming
majority of Russians (80%) and 2.7 times fewer EU residents (30%, the rest most often find it difficult to
answer - 42%) stated their support for such an agreement.

Almost half of Russians (48%) believe that Russia and the EU should resume or deepen cooperation in
the economic sphere (including trade and industry); half (51%) of residents of EU countries also stated
the same.


